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From the desk of
the President

Dear Fellow Gulf Harbors Neighbors:

I can not believe that 2023 is drawing to an end. It’s been quite a
busy and productive year for GHCA.  We had many wonderful
nights spent with friends at our Music Festivals as well as our,
Casino Night.  Our Harbors Market has blossomed to 38 Vendors,
all excited to come back again and again. We managed to update
both the inner office and the Annex area to bring them up to a mod-
ern-day look.  Perhaps next year we can concentrate on the Main
Hall area.

At our last General Membership meeting the membership voted
to invest funds to repair our old and ineffective seawall. It will be
raised, and the bulges and cracks will be repaired.  We will be rein-
forcing the tiebacks and installing a 2’ cap along the entire seawall
area, then the back area will be leveled ready for our use.   

Judi Pobst and her team announced that they will be sponsoring
and running the 1st Annual Christmas Light contest here in Gulf
Harbors, first prize being $1,000!  Details can be found in the latter
part of this publication.  If you have any questions, please contact
the Judi Pobst team @727-808-0808 or by emailing;
nicole@judipobst.com.  Contest starts Mid-November and runs
through December 22.

Our very own, Michelle Keyser has been busy signing up fellow
Gulf Harbors residents to participate in the GHCA South Channel
Boat Parade, if you wish to participate, you may email her at
mekeyser@gmail.com, or call her at 727-247-2876.  She is truly a
delightful person and has so much enthusiasm for this project, so
reach out and participate.

It seems that we will not be holding elections this year as no two
candidates applied for any one position.  We have a new Secretary
coming aboard, Ms. Lonnie Shoff and a new IT Director, Mr. Alex
Marcano.  Luckily for us, Mitch Kobernick has reupped for the
Director of Public Relations.  As of this writing we are still seeking
a volunteer as Vice President and Director of Ways and Means
(Events).  Hopefully by the time this is published we will have
filled those positions too!

Lastly, I need to take a moment to thank all the volunteers who
helped out this year to make it a successful and fun year for all.  A
special THANK YOU, to the retiring members of your GHCA
Board; Bill Longstreet, Joan Thraillkill, Todd Cummings and
Diane Alesci.  Each contributed in ways that might not be evident
to you, but rest assured they all worked tirelessly to serve their
community and to leave it better than how they found it.  They all
made a difference and deserve a huge THANK YOU from all.
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Maple Pear and Pecan Bites
Perfect little bites for the Holidays!

Ingredients:

1 Freshly Baked French Baguette, sliced into 28, 3⁄4 inch slices
Olive Oil Cooking Spray
1⁄2 cup Pecan Halves, chopped
1 (8-ounce) Cream Cheese Bar, softened
4 Tablespoons Salted Sweet Cream Butter
1⁄4 cup 100% Pure Maple Syrup
1⁄2 teaspoon f Pumpkin Pie Spice Seasoning Blend
1 1⁄2 cups (about five pear halves) Pear Halves In Light Syrup, diced

Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees.

2. Place baguette slices on a cooking sheet. Spray both sides of the
slices with cooking spray. Place in oven to toast for 4-5 minutes or
until toasted and golden brown around the edges.

3. To toast nuts, place pecans in a skillet over medium heat. Stirring
constantly, toast nuts in the pan until slightly browned and fragrant.
Immediately remove from pan and place into a bowl until needed.

4. In a large skillet, melt butter over medium heat. Stir in syrup and
pumpkin pie spice. Cook for 3 minutes until bubbly, and the mixture
starts to foam. Stir in pears and continue to cook, stirring often for 4
minutes; remove from heat and cool slightly before assembling.

5. Spread one teaspoon of cream cheese on each toasted bread piece
to assemble. Top with a small spoonful of pear mixture. Sprinkle with
toasted pecans and serve! Makes 28 for more recipes like this go to
www.offthehookontheplate.com

From the Desk of
Public Relations

If you should get a letter from the Deed Restriction Committee
notifying you about a violation of a county ordinance, don’t get
upset.  Please know that this is a COURTESY letter, and is
meant to inform you of a potential violation.  It even states in
the letter that if this represents a temporary situation, please let
us know.  It does not mean that county Code Compliance will
be notified right away, but that could happen in 14 days if the
issue is not resolved, or if we do not hear from you about when
it will be resolved.  Also please know that every citizen in Pasco
has the right to file a complaint, and the county can issue cita-
tions on their own.  So the courtesy letter is meant to inform
you that Code Compliance might be visiting, whether or not the
Deed Restriction Committee ever reaches out to let you know
about a violation in the first place.

Code Compliance also has a special unit dedicated to looking
for unpermitted work and unlicensed contractors.  If you are
doing any work on your home, it pays to check if a permit is
needed, and then get one if required.  One particular case that
has affected some in Gulf Harbors relates to floating docks.
Some dock repairs require permits and engineered drawings,
and one instance of this is when a new floating dock is installed.
It may be attractive to buy a used floating dock and just have it
installed, but the county has been identifying those and requir-
ing engineered drawings.  Even if the dock was free, it may not
be so free once you go through the process of engineering it.

And if you are making modifications to the outside of your
home, and have obtained the required permits, please be aware
that the plans still need to be submitted to the Architectural
Committee to check for compliance with deed restrictions.  The
county permit even states that the homeowner is responsible for
complying with any deed restrictions.  You can submit plans
directly to me at Publicrelations@gulfharbors.com.

Until next month,
Mitch Kobernick
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Thank You
Hello Neighbors,

I wanted to take a moment to thank the community for allowing
me to serve on the Gulf Harbors Civic Association Board these
past 3 ½ years.  It has certainly been a learning experience, to
say the least. Being the Director of Ways and Means and the
Chair of Events (fundraising) has given me the opportunity to
meet and work with some really wonderful people, my team
and I have raised over $40,000 and have had a wonderful time
doing so.  This experience has taken me out of my comfort zone
and thus has allowed me to bring some fabulous events to the
community.  I especially enjoyed doing our music events!!!   

There is nothing like any community coming together as one to
enjoy each other company.  Getting to know our neighbors was
the blessing of these 3 ½ years.  We have so many talented and
kind people in our community, this has made my job easier.   If
there was just one thing that I would like see happen, is that
everyone just accepts one another. We are all different with dif-
ferent opinions and talents to share, it is important that we work
together to make our community a more vibrant and better
place to live.

I want to thank each one of our current Board Members for
their hard work and dedication, especially our President, Paris.
I have learned so much from each one of you. We have had a
great Board and I have been able to count on them whenever
needed. Nothing can happen without volunteers, and I have
been blessed to have some of the best working with me. There
are just too many to name individually you know who you are
and thank you for your time and making our events so wonder-
ful.  Another and just as vital group is our Corporate Sponsors,
without their generous time an time again donations we
couldn’t have the events that we have. Do you know that I have
business sponsors call me and ask if I need a check for any-
thing, our business sponsors ALWAYS step up to the plate and
support our events thank you!!! In closing, a very special thank
you to my husband David, for putting up with me and being
one of my most valued volunteers!!

Being that no one has stepped up to take over this position,
Paris and I have set the calendar for 2024.  Our major fundrais-
ers “Casino Night” is set for February 10th and our Country
Music Fest with Crossfire Creek, on May 31st, please come out
and support YOUR community!! Hope to see you all there.
Again, thank you, and may God Bless each of you with good
health and tons of smiles!!! 

Diane Alesci
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